
 

The "What If" Machine 
Concept: Imagine a machine that allows you to experience any "what if" 
scenario in your life. Would you use it? What scenarios would you explore? 
This topic encourages speculation, hypothetical discussion, and use of 
conditional tenses. 
 

Questions: 

1. If you could go back in time and change one decision in your life, what 
would it be? 

2. If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why? 
3. If you won the lottery tomorrow, what's the first thing you would do? 
4. If you could meet any historical figure, who would it be? 
5. If you could instantly become an expert in any field, what would you 

choose? 
6. If you could live anywhere in the world, where would you go? 
7. If you could have any object from a movie or book, what would it be? 
8. If you could give your younger self one piece of advice, what would it 

be? 
9. If animals could talk, which animal would you most want to have a 

conversation with? 
10. If you could travel to any point in the future, how far would you go? 
11. If you could design your dream house, what would it be like? 
12. If you could have dinner with any three people, living or dead, who 

would they be? 
13. If you could solve one world problem, what would it be? 
14. If you could learn any language instantly, what would it be? 
15. If you could have any job in the world, regardless of qualifications, 

what would it be? 
16. If you could relive one day of your life, which day would you choose? 
17. If you could be a character in any book or movie, who would you be? 
18. If you could witness any event in history, what would it be? 
19. If you could ask your pet three questions, what would they be? 
20. If you could change one thing about the world, what would it be? 
21. If you could have a conversation with your future self, what would you 

ask? 
22. If you could invent a new gadget, what would it do? 

 

Copyright The Big ESL 
For more great speaking club questions visit us at 
www.thebigesl.com  

http://www.thebigesl.com


 
23. If you were stranded on a deserted island, what three things would 

you want to have with you? 
24. If you could switch lives with someone for a day, who would it be? 
25. If you could make any fictional creature real, which would you 

choose? 
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